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Sometimes whole sections failed to fire, apparently
thinking that their war cries would be sufficient. He
believed that this state was followed by periods of
exhaustion which could be exploited. At the first
attack, 2,500 French shells had been fired within ten
minutes, causing terrible slaughter. There were many
acts of bravery; a typical one is the story of Lieut.
Gehin's farm. He was a young officer, with English
relations, who had left St. Cyr, tie Aldershot of France,
only two months before. He and two of his section,
who had defended the farm, told us their adventure.
His section of twenty-five men had held a farm, north
of the Aisne, from two o'clock in the morning until
two in the afternoon against 400 Germans, who had
surrounded them. Two other sections had been in the
farm buildings alongside ; one had been forced to sur-
render because the granary was burnt down over their
heads, and the other was able to retire. Lieut. Gehin
held on for twelve hours and finally forced the Germans
to withdraw, after their commander and eighty of their
men had been killed. The Germans were all round the
farm, and every now and again their legs could be seen
at the windows as they tried to climb to the storey above.
There was a trench mortar in front, which was so close
that they could hear the range being given, and machine-
guns commanded the building at all points of exit.
Fires in the building were put out as soon as started,
and the French with their machine-guns and rifles kept
the Germans at bay, aided by an artillery barrage from
the French guns in the rear. The Germans retired just